
When God led Israel out of Egypt, he took them the long way to the Promised land rather than the short way,
lest the people change their minds when they see war and return to Egypt (17). 

What did this look like? Were the people disorganized and panicky? No, it was calm and orderly.

SAFE IS BETTER THAN SHORT (17-18)
CALM IS BETTER THAN CHAOS (18)
PROMISES ARE BETTER THAN PLANS (19)
PRESENCE IS BETTER THAN ABSENCE (20-22)

Sometimes we can feel like we are lost in the wilderness. When we lose our way in life, we often look for short-
cuts, or we panic, or we devise our own path, or we try to find our way apart from God. Exodus 13:17-22 helps
us find God's way even in the wilderness. It does so by showing us four signposts in the wilderness.

SIGNPOSTS IN THE WILDERNESS
EXODUS  1 3 : 17 -22

LEARNING
SAFE IS BETTER THAN SHORT (17-18A)

THE LONG WAY

IS USUALLY THE SAFE WAY  



Thank God for these four signposts in the wilderness: safe is better than short, calm is better than chaos, promises are
better than plans, presence is better than absence. Or as Jesus put it when he sent his disciples out into the world: All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:18-20).
There’s safety, calm, promises, and presence—four familiar signs in the wilderness.

LIVING

The ESV says the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle (18). The NKJV says
they went up in orderly ranks. When they marched out of Egypt and into the wilderness, it was a scene not of chaos
but calm, not of confusion but of confidence, not of mad panic but of military precision.

What explains the calm? They were walking in the promises of God.

CALM IS BETTER THAN CHAOS (18B)

When you are feeling lost, seek and follow God's signposts in the wilderness and you'll experience God's safety, God's
calm, God's promises, and God's presence.

LOVING

PANIC AND CONFUSION ARE OUR WAY, 

BUT PEACE AND CONFIDENCE IS GOD’S WAY.

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying,
“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here” (19). Moses carrying Joseph’s
bones with them out of Egypt reminded them that this Exodus wasn’t based upon a human plan but God’s promises.
Israel kept its promise to Joseph because God kept his promises to Joseph.

How did they know what to do day by day? God's presence was with them.

PROMISES ARE BETTER THAN PLANS (19)

LIVE BY GOD’S PROMISES 

NOT HUMAN PLANS.

The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire
to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by
night did not depart from before the people (21-22). The Lord went before them and stayed with them every step of
the way.

PRESENCE IS BETTER THAN ABSENCE (20-22)

IF GOD IS IN FIRST PLACE, 

WE’RE IN THE RIGHT PLACE.


