
Once Moses got over the shock of God choosing him to save Israel from Egypt, he anticipates his first conversation: “If I
come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me,
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” (13). Moses knew that after 400 years in Egypt, Israel will have forgotten
the God of Israel. “Who? What’s his name? Who’s that?” he sees them asking. What answer does God give Moses?
 
God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be
remembered throughout all generations (14-15).

God reaches into the dark attics of their minds and helps them find dusty recollections from their dim and distant past. As he
wipes the dust off his name, he says “You’ve forgotten my name, so let me help you remember it. It is I AM WHO I AM.  

GOD'S NAME IS MEMORABLE (13-15)
GOD'S NAME IS POWERFUL (16-21)

Remembering someone’s name means a lot to people, it strengthens our relationship with them. But, when we
forget their name, it weakens the relationship. The same applies to our relationship with God. If we remember his
name, we strengthen our relationship, but if we forget it we weaken it.
 
In Exodus 3:13-21, Israel is suffering from spiritual amnesia. They’ve forgotten God’s name, leaving them feeble
and fragile. God was not known; they were weak. But this passage also shows us how remembering God’s name
empowers the weak.

WHAT A POWERFUL NAME IT IS!
EXODUS  3 : 1 3 -21

LEARNING

GOD'S NAME IS MEMORABLE (13-15)



Who I was to your fathers I am to you. I was who I was, I am who I was, I was who I am, I am who I am, and I am who I
will be. This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.”

But what will remembering God's name do? It re-charges flat spiritual batteries.

When Jesus came to deliver us from our sins, he said, Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM (John
8:58). He also made a number of I AM statements (e.g. Jn. 6:35; 8:12; 10:9, 11) and promised great power through
his name: If you ask anything in my name, I will do it (Jn. 14:14). The Apostles made Christ’s name known: There
is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). For everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Rom. 10:13). What a memorable name it is! What a powerful name it
is! The name of Jesus.

LOVING

Remember, believe, and call upon God's name to experience and enjoy powerful deliverances.

LIVING

GOD'S UNFORGETTABLE NAME 

IS FORGETTABLE

God predicts the next conversation. Moses will say that God has seen Israel’s powerlessness. I have observed you
and what has been done to you in Egypt and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt….to
a land flowing with milk and honey (16-17).  
 
But a powerful promise is weak unless it is believed. Will they or won’t they believe? And they will listen to your
voice (18), and they will demand that the King of Egypt let them go. Although the King will oppose this (19), God
promises a powerful deliverance: So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will do
in it; after that he will let you go (20).

GOD'S NAME IS POWERFUL (16-21)

WHEN WE REMEMBER GOD’S NAME, 

WE RE-CONNECT WITH GOD’S POWER.


