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C O N T E X T
The Apostle Paul exemplif ies spir itual  fr iendship in his farewell  remarks at the end
of his letter to the Colossians.  Although it  looks l ike a l ist  of irrelevant names and
detai ls ,  i t 's  also God-breathed Scripture and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work  (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  I t  completes the
letter about being complete in Christ  by showing how Christ ian fr iendship can
encourage that completeness.   

Second, spir itual  fr iendship has less
drama and more encouragement in it .
We try to l i ft  one another up rather
than get one-up on others.  

Third,  spir itual  fr iendship is more
challenging. We spur one another on in
our spir itual  l ives.  

Wouldn't  you l ike more of these kinds
of fr iendships? That's the aim of
today's sermon.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
We all  want friends, but how many of us
want spiritual friends? A spiritual
friendship is a friendship that does all
parties spiritual good. It  differs from
ordinary friendship in three ways.

First,  spiritual friendship is usually
more diverse than ordinary friendship.
Ordinary friends tend to be people l ike
us. Spiritual friendships are more
diverse in age, race, background, social
status, etc. 
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What does this spiritual friendship look like?



What are the benefits of spiritual friendship?

Paul 's  fr iendships were diverse.  He did not l imit  himself  to people just l ike him,
but befriended people from different backgrounds and different social  groups,
with different interests,  gifts ,  and personal it ies.

He was friends with a range of missionaries:  He mentions Tychicus (7) ,  Justus
(11) ,  and Archippus (17) ,  al l  of  whom had different ministr ies and missions.  

He was friends with slaves: Onesimus was a runaway slave,  a low man who'd
been a bad man. He was on the lowest rung of the social  ladder (9) .  

He was friends with prisoners:  Aristarchus had been converted through Paul 's
ministry (Acts 17:1-9) ,  served with him in various places (Acts 19:29;  20:4;  27:2) ,
and was now in prison with him (10).

He was friends with a failed friend:  Although Paul and Mark had previously
fal len out over Mark's defection (Acts 13:13;  15:36-41) ,  God had redeemed this
fr iendship and Mark is  now imprisoned with Paul (10).

He was friends with Jews and Gentiles:  He l ists three Jewish fr iends (Aristarchus,
Mark and Jesus Justus)  and three Genti le fr iends (Epaphras,  Luke and Demas).

He was friends with a doctor:  Luke,  the beloved physician (14).

He was friends with women :  Nympha and the church in her house (15).  

1 .  C H R I S T -L I K E  f r i e n d s h i p  i s  ext e n s i v e
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BIBLICAL DIVERSITY IS WELCOMING

NOT THREATENING

Paul 's  f inal  greetings to his spir itual  fr iends encourage us to increase the
diversity of our spir itual  fr iendships.  We miss out on a lot  i f  we're only
fr iends with people l ike us.  That's  what most non-Christ ians do. But
spir itual  fr iendship should be different and is  improved by difference.  Why
not review your fr iendships,  see where you are lacking variety,  and pursue
that? That kind of diversity is  bibl ical  and Christ- l ike.  

Jesus has the most diverse fr iend group of anyone, which gives us al l  hope
that we can be fr iends with him, no matter who we are,  where we've been,
what we've done.  



2 .  C H R I S T -L I K E  F R I E N D S H I p  e n c o u r a g e s
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I  need encouragement in my friendships,  but I  also need to be challenged.

Let's  look at al l  the people Paul encourages and how he does it  in so many
thoughtful  ways.

He encourages Tychicus:  He was Paul 's  special  envoy and was mentioned in other
places (Eph. 6:21-22;  Acts 20:4) ,  2 Timothy 4:12;  Tit  3:12).  Paul  cal ls  his messenger
"a beloved brother and faithful  minister and fel low servant in the Lord" (7) .  

He encourages the Colossians:  "Tychicus wil l  tel l  you al l  about my activit ies. . . . I
have sent him to you for this very purpose,  that you may know how we are and
that he may encourage your hearts" (7-8) .  Paul  encourages by sharing his news.

He encourages Onesimus:  He doesn't  cal l  Onesimus a slave but "our faithful  and
beloved brother,  who is one of you" (9) .

He encourages through sending greetings:  He sends six people's greetings to the
Colossian church. As 'greeting'  means 'embrace'  he was ending hugs to them.

He encourages through his encouragement: "They have been a comfort to me" (11).

He encourages Epaphras:  He's "always struggl ing on your behalf  in his
prayers. . .For I  bear him witness that he has worked hard for you" (12-13).

He encourages Luke:  He reminds them how beloved Doctor Luke is  (14).

He encourages other churches:  Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea,
and to Nympha and the church in her house (15).

He encourages with God's call :  And say to Archippus,  “See that you fulf i l l  the
ministry that you have received in the Lord" (17).

He encourages with grace:  Grace be with you (18).  He ends where he began (1:2) .
The favour of God, and al l  good, the blessed fruits and effects of i t ,  be with you,
and be your portion.

 CHRIST ENCOURAGES HIS PEOPLE

THROUGH HIS ENCOURAGING PEOPLE.

How can you encourage your spir itual  fr iends? What does Paul do that you
can learn from? If  you want to be a better fr iend, be a better encourager.

Paul reveals the encouraging heart of  Christ  that l ies behind these words.
Ult imately i t 's  Christ  that is  sending greetings and hugs to his people.  



Spir itual  fr iendship is  not just tender,  i t 's  also tough. I t  spurs others on.

He exhorts them to diversity:  As we saw above,  Paul modeled diversity in his
fr iendships and therefore gave them an example to fol low.

He exhorts them to be encouragers:  He does this by modeling this throughout
the letter but especial ly  here at the end in a very personal and individual  way.

He exhorts them to suffer for the Gospel:  By mentioning that he is  in prison,
and he doesn't  regret this,  he's chal lenging them to suffer for the Gospel (10) ,

He exhorts them to faithfulness and love: He does this by commending these
characterist ics in Tychicus (7) ,  Onesimus (9) ,  and Luke (14).  

He exhorts them to welcome visitors:  He cal led them to gladly and warmly
receive Mark i f  he came to them (10).  

He exhorts them to pray: He highl ights Epaphrus's prayer ministry,  and describes
it  using the same word for a soldier f ighting for his l i fe on the batt lef ield (12).

He exhorts them to spiritual maturity and certainty: Epaphrus was praying that
they "may stand mature (complete) and fully assured in all the will of God" (12) Reject
all other promises of completeness through visions, asceticism, and philosophy. 

He exhorts them to labor:  He points to Epaphrus's example.  " I  bear him witness
that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis"  (13).

He exhorts them to remember other churches:  He wants them to share his
letters and greetings with other churches in the area (15-16).

He exhorts to persevere in ministry:  He sends a message to Archippus that "you
fulf i l l  the ministry that you have received in the Lord" (17).  

He exhorts them to remember his chains and receive grace (18) .

3 .  C H R I S T -L I K E  F R I E N D S H I P  E X H O R T S
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IF WE WANT TO BE CHANGED

WE MUST BE CHALLENGED

Ask your spir itual  fr iends to chal lenge you, to speak into your l i fe,  to spur
you on. Maybe name a specif ic  area or ask them to name a specif ic  area for
you to work on.

Christ  is  the best spir itual  fr iend of anyone. His fr iendship is  extensive,
encouraging,  and chal lenging.  What a fr iend we have in Jesus!  



f u r t h e r  S t u dy

Discussion Questions

1. Who are your  spiritual friends and why?
 
2. Give examples of the diversity of your
spiritual friends? How can you increase that
diversity?
 
3.  Who did you encourage this week and
how did you do it?  Who encouraged you
this week and how did they do it?

4. Ask a friend to give you a spiritual chall-
enge. What did they challenge you with? 

5.  Describe your fr iendship with Jesus.
 
6.  What do these greetings teach you? 
Rom 16:20,  24;  1 Cor 16:23;  2 Cor 13:13;
Gal 6:18;  Eph 6:24;  Phi l  4:23;  Col  4:18;  1
Thess 5:28;  2 Thess 3:18;  1 Tim 6:12;  2 Tim
4:22;  Titus 3:15;  Phi lem 25; cf .  Heb 13:25;
Rev 22:21.

Online Articles

C O N C L U S i O N
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Spiritual friendship
 is rare

Make friends with
Christ and offer 

Christ-like friendship 
to others

First Byron Christian Reformed Church
8541 Byron Center Ave SW, Byron Center, MI 49315 
Phone: (616) 878-9768
www.firstbyroncrc.org

Pastor David Murray
www.headhearthand.org

www. livingthebible.net

True Friends are Hard to Find

Christ-centered Friendship

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, you are my best friend forever. Help me to show your
friendship through extensive, encouraging, exhorting friendships. 

Christ-like friendship 

Friendship is  Powerful

8 Ways for Men to Make the Friends
they won't  Admit they Need

Reclaiming Friendship in the Social
Media Age

10 Ways to Practice Normal
Evangel ism

Books
Made for Friendship

In Search of Bibl ical  Fr iendship

Extensive
Encourages
Exhorts

 

https://firstbyroncrc.org/
http://headhearthand.org/
https://prts.edu/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/true-friends-are-hard-to-find
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/posts/christ-centered-friendship/
https://gentlereformation.com/2019/06/19/friendship-is-powerful/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/8-ways-men-friendships/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/reclaiming-friendship-social-media-age/
https://factsandtrends.net/2016/09/15/10-ways-to-practice-normal-evangelism/
https://amzn.to/2HpM027
https://amzn.to/3dNj1RV

