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Join me on a short trip down Memory Lane. Before Google maps launched their
Maps App for the iPhone in 2012, we frequently got lost while driving. In 2007, not
long after I arrived in the USA, I  was asked to preach in Canada. I  bought two fold-
out maps, one of Michigan and one of Ontario. It looked like a pretty straight road
all the way to Hamilton, Ontario. 
 
I  got to Detroit without incident, but as I approached the border, I  decided to get the
cheaper gas in the States rather than re-fi l l  in Canada. I  turned off the road to look
for a gas station. 10 minutes later, after trying various dimly-lit roads, I  found a gas
station in downtown Detroit. As I was fi l l ing with gas, I  noticed a group of men on
the sidewalk staring at me and my new car. I  smiled but they didn’t smile back. Time
to make a quick getaway! Cheap gas wasn’t worth my life. 
 
I  drove off so fast that I  didn’t think much about which direction I was driving in. It
looked like the way I had driven in, but I was soon totally lost in Detroit. I  had my
fold-out map unfolded all  over the front window which didn’t help. A couple of scary,
frustrating, confusing, and angry hours later, I  thankfully found the border. “Why
didn’t I  pay more attention in map-reading class?” I  asked myself as I drove the rest
of the way to Ontario taking various wrong roads along the way. 
 
“Did you say ‘map-reading class’?” the under thirty-year-olds are all  saying? Yes,
believe it or not, we used to be taught how to use a map in Geography. While we
rarely need such skil ls today in the age of Google Maps and SatNavs, it ’s sti l l  helpful
to attend Navigation Class in Wisdom University. In fact, it ’s one of the compulsory
classes. The verse above its door is “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its
end is the way to death” (Prov. 14:12). It has two lectures: (1) Feels-Right Road is
Death-Forever Road ;  (2) Believe-Right Road  is Life-Forever Road .

I N T R O D U C T I O N

C O N T E X T
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Proverbs is  a book of contrasts.  I t  shows the difference between right and wrong,
good and evi l ,  wisdom and fol ly ,  and so on. It  compares and contrasts the posit ive
advantages of the fear of God and faith in God, with the negative consequences of
false faith and no faith.  Proverbs 14:12 is focused on warning about the negative
consequences,  a warning which we want to sound and hear clearly in in this
sermon. But,  l ike every negative,  i t  implies a posit ive and, therefore,  we wil l  spend
some t ime at the end encouraging those who are on Bel ieve-Right Road. 

What is 'Feels-Right Road?' and why is it so dangerous?



1.  FEELS-RIGHT ROAD IS  DEATH-FOREVER ROAD

3

Road-tr ips don’t  just happen at Spring Break.  We’re al l  travel ing al l  the t ime, even
when we’re at home. It  doesn’t  feel  l ike that because we’re travel ing so slowly and
we don’t  often think about where our l ives are going.  But,  i f  you zoom out,  you’ l l
see that your l i fe started in one place and you’re now at another place.  You’re not
static ,  and you’re not going round in circles.  You are moving,  and you’re moving in
a certain direction,  with some wanderings and corrections along the way.  Some
people ’s  journeys are short and some are long,  but everyone’s on a journey.

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death (Prov. 14:12)

The Journey

Where is your life heading? Where do you want to be when your trip ends? Some try
not to think about that? Some try to deny that there is an ultimate destination. They
say that you die and that’s the end. The grave is the final destination. But most people
believe in life after death. Most people believe in heaven and most of them want to go
to heaven. There may be a few devil-worshippers who say they’d prefer hell, but a
surprising number of them change their minds about that as they get nearer the end.  
 
So, most people believe the ultimate destination of life is beyond the grave. Most
people believe in heaven. And most people believe they are going there. That’s where
almost everyone wants to end up and almost everyone thinks they’ll get there.

The Destination

You’re on a journey to heaven, you hope, but which road are you on? The vast majority
are on Feels-Right-Road, (Proverbs 14:12). It’s a super-broad road with many lanes on it.
The happiness lane is a slower lane. These travelers just love to have a good time. They
meander along looking for the next pleasure, the next party, the next laugh. So many
people having such a good time can’t be wrong, can they?
 
The busiest lane is popularity lane. It’s packed with so many cars, but each makes the
other feel they must be heading in the right direction. I mean, so many people can’t be
wrong, can they?  

The drivers in the fast lane are pedal-to-the-metal, get-outa-my-way, I’m coming
through kinds of people. They live life at such a fast speed that they never stop to
think. Such an important life can’t be wrong, can it?”

The Road

How do you view your l i fe? Staying in one place,
stat ic ,  going in circles,  or a constant journey?

Where are you going? What's your ult imate destination? 
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There’s a lane reserved for trai lers .  You’ve probably seen them on the road. They
just keep adding more and more stuff  to their  trai lers.  They buy,  buy,  buy.  Look at
how much stuff  they have.  No one with so much can be doing it  wrong can they?

Some people try different lanes,  switching from one to the other.  Many of them
end up eventual ly on rel ig ion  lane,  although some of them only try that an hour a
week or at  hol idays.

Whatever lane,  al l  these travelers are on at any one t ime, they are al l  on Feels-
Right Road .  Ask any of them if  they’re heading in the r ight direction and although
they hate anyone asking them that question,  most wi l l  say,  “ I t  feels r ight to me.

From time to time, the travelers run low on fuel and have to stop for gas. At the pump,
they have a choice of fuels:  ‘Do More’ gas, ‘Do-Your-Best’ gas, ‘Try-Harder’ gas, ‘or Be
Better’ gas. They aren’t the most efficient fuels. They run out quickly, damage the
engine, and leave a lot of pollution.

The Gas

All the travelers have a Navigator in the back seat, although they can’t actually see him.
He’s invisible and usually barely audible. Most of the time he can stay quiet and sleep
on the seat, but now and again, he has to rouse himself to do some minor course
corrections. If the driver slows down, he whispers “Faster.” If anyone decides they’re on
the wrong road and starts to turn back, he reaches forward and stops the steering
wheel from turning. If someone starts thinking too deeply about the end, where they
are going, he turns the music up to drown out their thoughts.

The Navigator

At various points God puts obstacles and difficulties in the way to slow down these
travelers, to make them think, consider their ways, and turn around. This does work
from time to time, especially when disease and death are brought into their family and
friends.

The Obstacles

Which lane are you travel ing in?

Which gas are you putt ing in your tank?

How has God slowed you down and
how have you responded to that?

Who is your Navigator?
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FEEL-RIGHT ROAD

IS DEATH-FOREVER ROAD

I want to get on the right road.
Which is it?

Eventually, everyone comes to the end of their journey. The vast majority arrive at the
end, hoping for the best. As they park, it’s darker than they expected, and there are
long lines at the checkpoint. As they come closer to the border guard, they hear
increasingly loud screams and the occasional beautiful singing. They reach the front
and hand over their list of accomplishments and achievements, together with their best
excuses, but are surprised to see the guard frown. He asks why they took the road they
did. They reply, “It seemed like the right road to me. It felt right.” The guard shreds the
list of achievements and excuses and replies, “It seemed right, but was so wrong. Feels-
Right Road always ends in death, physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death.
Many try to turn back but there’s no way back now. No do-over. No second chances. It
felt so right. It was so wrong.

The Arrival

What wil l  your arrival  be l ike? 



2.  BEL IEVE-RIGHT ROAD IS  L IFE-FOREVER ROAD
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Unlike Feels-Right Road, everyone on Believe-Right Road is aware they are on a journey.
They see themselves as pilgrims and their lives as a pilgrimage. They know they are not
here forever and try to travel light is possible.

The Journey

These travelers know where they’re going: heaven. They keep their eyes forward and
have no rear-view mirror or even side-mirrors.

The Destination

Believe-Right Road is a quiet road with one lane going in one direction. Everyone on it
believes in Christ and so are right with God. That’s why it’s called Believe-Right Road.

The Road

These travelers don’t shop on Sundays, but they do stop for gas on Sundays. The filling
station is called FirstFuel, and its gas is called More Faith. During the week, they see
rival gas stations which sell 'More Works' gas. But believers know this is a fatal
combination. No matter how low faith gets, they never mix works with it.

The Gas

These travelers hate back-seat drivers, and therefore have ripped out the back seat
because they don’t want the whispering Navigator in their ears or at their elbows.

The Navigator

The trials and difficulties of the journey strengthen faith and speed them up.

The Breakdowns

When they arrive at the checkpoint parking lot, they're ushered into the priority access
lane and taken to the front of the line. The guard smiles, welcomes them, and asks for
their passports. They hand them over, the guard opens them, and his smile broadens
further as he sees his own picture. There's only one other page and it says, "Jesus
Only." "Welcome. Believe Right Road is Live Forever Road."

The Arrival

BELIEVE-RIGHT ROAD

IS LIFE-FOREVER ROAD

C HAN G I N G  O U R  S T O R Y  W I T H  G O D 'S  S T O R Y
Gratitude. Thank God if you are on Believe-
Right Road. Pray that God will help you to keep
on the right road by believing the right truths.
Keep filling up with the  fuel of More-Faith. And
don't put any additives in.

Turn. If you are still on Feels-Right road, I
hope this description of  the alternative
will attract and appeal to you. Faith that
makes you right is so much better than
feelings that put you wrong.



1. Describe a time you were led by your feelings rather than faith and what
happened?
 
2. Which of these questions could you use in evangelism? How do you view
your l ife? Where are you going? What road/lane are you on? What gas is
fueling you? Who is your Navigator? How has God slowed down your
journey and why? What do you expect when you reach your final
destination?

 
3. Describe what l ife was l ike on Feels-Right Road .  Describe what l ife is now
like on Believe-Right Road .  

4.  What gas are you using and how does it  fuel you?

5. What do you think of when you think of the end of the journey? What
are you expecting?

D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

C O N C L U S I O N
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Driving by feelings

Drive by faith not feelings
and you'll be safe not sorry

PRAYER:  Lord, because you are the way the truth and the life, 
lead me in your way with your truth so that I may get life. 

Feels-Right Road is
Death-Forever Road

Believe-Right Road is
Life-Forever Road

First Byron Christian Reformed Church
8541 Byron Center Ave SW, Byron Center, MI 49315 
Phone: (616) 878-9768
www.firstbyroncrc.org

Pastor David Murray
www.HeadHeartHand.org

www.livingthebible.net
www.whyamifeelinglikethis.com

Unreliable

Unsteady

Unsafe

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/should-i-force-my-teen-go-church/
https://firstbyroncrc.org/
http://headhearthand.org/
https://prts.edu/

