
He judges wicked individuals: “When my enemies turn back, they stumble and perish before your presence. For
you have maintained my just cause; you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment” (3-4).
 
He judges wicked nations: “You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked perish; you have blotted
out their name forever and ever. The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; their cities you rooted out;
the very memory of them has perished” (5-6).
 
He judges the wicked world: “The Lord sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for justice, and he
judges the world with righteousness; he judges the peoples with uprightness” (7-8).

Pastor Doug was a sensitive man with a big heart for the lost. But he struggled with preaching about God’s anger
and God’s judgment. If he ever preached on divine judgment, he tended to apologize for it. As a godly man, he
was ashamed of his shame. One day, he shared his struggle with one of his elders. His elder took him to Psalm 9
to help him shed his shame. 
 
There, he saw that although some Psalms lament the persecution of the wicked, this Psalm rejoices in the
judgment of the wicked. The celebratory tone is set is the opening verses: “I will give thanks to the Lord with
my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise
to your name, O Most High” (1-2). Why is he celebrating? He’s celebrating for two reasons.

TWO REASONS TO CELEBRATE GOD'S JUDGMENTS
PSALM 9

GOD JUDGES THE WICKED TO PROTECT HIS PEOPLE (3-18)

LEARNING



LIVING

Praise God for his protective and saving judgments, and pray that God would continue to judge the wicked to protect
his people and save the wicked.

For Pastor Doug, this Psalm opened up a new way of viewing God’s judgments not as something to be ashamed
of, but something to adore him for. It also helped him better understand Christ’s seven calls for judgment on the
wicked in Matthew 23. This wasn’t about some sadistic pleasure in the suffering of evil people. It was Christ
protecting his people for their good and humbling the wicked for their good. This doesn't mean all the wicked
respond in the right way, but some do.

LOVING

The Psalmist concludes the Psalm with some hints of hope for the wicked: “Arise, O Lord! Let not man prevail; let the
nations be judged before you! Put them in fear, O Lord! Let the nations know that they are but men!” (19-20). 
 
The Psalmist prays that God’s judgments on the wicked will lead them to fear and humility before God. “May God put
them in awe and make them realize they are mere men, weak and frail men, whose anger is no match for God’s. Bring
them down that they may look up.”

GOD JUDGES THE WICKED TO SAVE THE WICKED (19-20)

GOD JUDGES THE WICKED 

OUT OF LOVE FOR THE WICKED.

God judges wicked individuals, wicked nations, and the wicked world, and he does so to protect his people. “The Lord
is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. And those who know your name put their
trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you. Sing praises to the Lord, who sits
enthroned in Zion! Tell among the peoples his deeds! For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; he does
not forget the cry of the afflicted” (9-12).

Is there any hope for the wicked?

GOD’S JUDGES THE WICKED 

OUT OF LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE.


