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For many, this week has been a week of loss. President Trump lost and therefore many of
his supporters feel they lost too. President Trump promised, "Winning, so much winning!"
But that's become "Losing, so much losing." As the winning administration begins to issue
executive orders and pass legislation, many feel disappointed, angry, anxious, and afraid.

Daniel knew what it meant to be on the losing side. Israel had lost to Babylon, lost its
land, lost its temple, lost its freedom, and lost its identity. Daniel was a loser, God's
people were losers. No nation had ever been exiled and won back its freedom and
identity. It was over, finished, the end. Into this scene of loss God came with a clear
message for believers who feel like losers: Enjoy Christ’s victory today and expect
Christ’s victory forever.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

BAC K G R O U N D
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Faithful Living in Hostile Times (1-6)
Forward Looking in Hostile Times (7-12)

Be faithful because our King Cares for us (Daniel 1)
Be faithful because our King Communicates with us (Daniel 2:1-30)
Be faithful because our King Conquers for us (Daniel 2:31-49)

'The Lord gave' (1:2, 9, 17, 2:21, 23, 37)
'Latter times/days' is usually used in both  Old and New Testaments to describe the period
between Christ’s first and second coming (e.g. Deut. 4:30; Acts 2:17; 1 Pet. 1:20; Heb. 1:2). 

God gave Nebuchadnezzar a dream (1-16)·     
God gave Daniel the dream and the interpretation (17-30)
Daniel gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream and the interpretation (31-45) ·     
Nebuchadnezzar gave Daniel power and glory (46-49)

Theme of Daniel: The King of kings is still King
 
Structure of Daniel:    
  

 
Story so far

 
Two Important Phrases

 
Chapter 2 Structure
   

 

How should we respond to political events?
We remember that all political winners will eventually be losers.

 



Nebuchadnezzar saw a massively big,  bright,  and fr ightening statue in his dream
(31).  I t  had a gold head, s i lver chest and arms, a bronze middle and thighs,  iron
legs,  and an iron/clay mix for feet.

1.  ALL LEADERS WILL  LOSE (31-33,  36-40)
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The dream (31-33)

Head of Gold:  Babylon (605-539) [2:32,  36-38]
Chest and arms of Silver :  Medo-Persia (539-331) [2:32,  30-31]
Thighs of Brass:  Greece (331-168) [2:32,  39]
Legs of Iron :  Rome (168-476 AD) [2:33,  40]
Feet of Iron and Clay :  Divided nations (476 AD -  present)  [2:33,  41-43]

Daniel  predicted that Nebuchadnezzar ’s  kingdom would be succeeded by four
other kingdoms of varying character and power.  With the benefit  of  hindsight,
we can identify the four kingdoms that fol lowed the Babylonian Empire:

The exact names and dates are not that important.  What is  important is  the big
message that no human king or kingdom wil l  last  forever.  No matter how rich,
powerful ,  successful ,  or beautiful ,  each king and kingdom wil l  be conquered
eventual ly and succeeded by another.   A statue that starts out in gold grandeur
ends in ugly weakness.  The head of gold has feet of c lay.  
 
A secondary message is  that God wil l  replace united world empires (one head) with
mult iple divided nations (two arms, two thighs,  two legs,  two feet,  two materials in
the feet) .  Just as God divided and scattered the nations in Genesis 11 at the
founding of Babylon,  so he wil l  continue to do so unti l  the end of t ime. For al l  the
problems that divided nations bring us,  one-world empires bring far more.

The interpretation (36-43)

POLITICIANS CAN MAKE GOOD POLICIES 

BUT THEY CAN'T MAKE GOOD PEOPLE.

c h a n g e  yo u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G o d 's  S t o ry
Worship the King of kings. God planned the
history of nations and leaders. Before history
began, he planned history. God is in charge
of every transition. He gives power and takes
power away (37; Ps. 75:7; John 19:11; Rom.
31:1). We praise and adore King Jesus.

Don't rely on politics. If God calls us to
engage in politics, we must remember
that it's not God's  ultimate answer. It can
create a helpful or unhelpful environment
for godliness (1 Tim. 2:1-12), but it’s not
God’s answer to our deepest problems.

Who does this conquering of human leaders?
Christ the conquerror.



2.  OUR KING WILL  WIN (34-35,  44-45)
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The dream (34-35)
The statue was already weakened and destabilized, when, out of nowhere, a tiny meteor
appears, smacks into the feet, and dashes them to pieces (34). The statue plummets to the
ground, smashes into the earth, turns to dust, and is blown away like chaff. But the rocks
didn’t just destroy the statue. It replaced it. As the dust disappears, “the stone that struck
the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth” (35). 

The interpretation (44-45)

Daniel identif ies this stone as a kingdom with special characteristics:

It is independent.  Although it  seemed to appear out of nowhere and no human
hand was involved, it  came out of heaven and a divine hand was involved. All  other
kingdoms depend on human hands, but this one is by God's hand alone. 

It is invincible. No matter how many attempts are made against it ,  it  wil l  outlast
every opponent. Unlike al l  other kingdoms, it  has a beginning date but no end date.
It  has no successor. It  replaces other kingdoms and expands worldwide. 

King Jesus is this meteor. Sent by God, he appeared as a small  and insignificant baby
at the height of the Roman empire's power. His f irst message was "Repent, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand" (Matt.  3:2).  His f irst sermon defined the cit izens of
his kingdom, prayed for the coming of his kingdom, priorit ized seeking his Kingdom,
and predicted the triumph of his kingdom (Matt.  5-7).  His kingdom came not by
military or polit ical power but by spiritual power (Psalm 118:22; Luke 20:17-18).  

c h a n g e  yo u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G o d 's  S t o ry
Worship the King of kings. His Kingdom
crashed into the kingdoms of this earth, but
when the dust settled, he rolled a stone away
and began expansion into the whole world
(Matt. 28:18-20). Although there seem to be
setbacks at times, Christ's kingdom is
invincible. Bow to King Jesus to enter his
Kingdom, enjoy his Kingdom, and expect his
Kingdom (Acts 4:11; Rev. 11:15; Heb. 11:28).

Don't rely on politics. We seek the good
of our nation and serve our nation as
opportunity arises. But we're not relying
on our nation or our president. Even gold
kingdoms will eventually be defeated and
replaced. We have a higher loyalty to a
higher throne. We're not devoted to a
crumbling kingdom but to a conquering
kingdom.

POLITICIANS ALWAYS END IN FAILURE

BUT KING JESUS WILL HAVE UNENDING SUCCESS

Do we just watch this victory as spectators?
No, we get to share in it as participants.



3.  We WILL  WIN (46-49)
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Daniel and his friends were not only given a sight of Christ’s victory in a dream, but were
given a share of it in reality. God gave Daniel a foretaste of the final and full victory of Christ
by giving him favor in the sight of Nebuchadnezzar. The rather mixed-up king worships both
Daniel and Daniel’s God, and then raises Daniel to one of the highest positions in the
kingdom. Because Nebuchadnezzar saw Christ as the all-powerful King, Daniel and his
friends were given powerful royal positions. They were more than survivors. Indeed, they
were more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37; Matt. 19:28; 1 Cor. 6:2; Rev. 20:4).

c h a n g e  yo u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G o d 's  S t o ry
Worship the King of kings. Christ doesn't
just demonstrate his victory; he invites his
people to share in it. We don't just watch it;
we enter into it. He did all the hard work and
we get all the reward. He fought and we get
the medals. He was treated like a murderer
so we might be treated as kings. 

Don't rely on politics. The best politics can
offer is limited power: limited in time, space,
success, etc. Christ's power is unlimited. By
grace, we begin to enter into it here by
conquering our spiritual enemies (internal
and external), and we expect to enjoy it fully
and forever  in the future.

THE WINNER TURNS  LOSERS

INTO  WINNERS

Hear God's Story > Change your story > Tell a new story



1. What did you think this dream meant before you heard the sermon?

2. Is politics in the right place in your life? If not how can you put it in the right place?

3. What New Testament verses teach you more about Christ's kingdom?

4. How would you counsel someone that seemed to be too obsessed with politics?

5. What reasons does this passage give you to worship Jesus?

6. In what ways does Jesus give you spiritual victories? 

D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

C O N C L U S I O N
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Losing is 
common and painful

All leaders will lose

 

Our king will win

 

We will win

Enjoy Christ’s victory
today and expect

Christ’s victory forever.
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PRAYER: Winner of winners, we worship you as King of Kings, and rejoice in your
present victory while waiting to enjoy your final victory. Amen.
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