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“Why should I go to church?” Maybe you asked that this morning. Maybe one of your
teens asked it. Perhaps someone said it to you last week when you invited them to
church with you. “Why should I go to church?” 
 
If you’ve been following the StoryChanger series, you might answer, “Because you’ll hear
a story that will change the story of your life.” “But," says your teen, "I can hear that story
online sitting on the sofa drinking a coffee. God can change my story without me leaving
my house.” "Why should I go to church?"
 
It’s an even more relevant question that normal because of the unique circumstances
of lockdown and social distancing during the pandemic. There have been many good
reasons for people to do online church. But with the falling infection rates and the
increasing vaccinations, there are fewer reasons for online church. For some, there are
still very good reasons to stay  home instead of go to church. However, we also have to
ask ourselves, “Have I just got into the habit of online church and it’s hard to break? Do I
really have a good reason to stay home or is it just a poor excuse? Have I taken account
of the growing spiritual and moral risks I’m facing by staying home, while the infection
risk is reducing day by day? Answering these questions will help us to answer the
question, “Why should I go to church?” It’s a question we should always know the answer
to, but it’s especially important to ask in these special times.
 
In Hebrews 10:23-25, the Apostle Paul gives us three reasons why in-person church is so
important and should always be the norm for us.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

BAC K G R O U N D
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StoryChanger Background: Last week we learned how God changes our story with his Word.
This week we want to look at how he changes our story with his people. He does so by his
people sharing God’s Word with one another. That’s why, for the purposes of the StoryChanger
series, I want us to think of church as a Book Club. 
 
A Book Club is a group of people who gather regularly to discuss a book they are reading
together. They usually meet at the same time and place each week or month. Usually someone
leads the discussion but the best groups are those where everyone participates. It’s a good way
of meeting people, learning together, getting questions answered, and keeping one another
accountable for reading the book. At times it may even lead to chatting with the author. 
 
Hebrews Background: The Hebrew Christians were under pressure not to meet for church.
Most of them came out of the Jewish Church and joining the Christian Church publicly
inevitably led to ostracism and even persecution. “Why not, meet privately where it’s safer?”
Paul gives three reasons for still coming to church.

What's the first reason I should come to church?



1.  At church we confess our hope to one another
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We get hope

This world gets us down at t imes,  doesn’t  i t?  We can feel  hopeless about
ourselves,  our famil ies,  our jobs,  our country.  How can we get hope? Paul says to
the downcast,  “Come to church to get an upl ift  of  hope.”  

My hope grows when I  see others who’ve been hopeless and are now hopeful .  My
hope grows when I  see and hear people who’ve been through worse than me
singing songs of joyful  hope. My hope grows when someone comes up to me in
the foyer after church,  hugs me,  and says,  “ I  see you’re a bit  down today.  Can I
help?” My hope grows when someone tel ls  me how God is helping them through a
miscarriage by his faithful  promises of heavenly hope for their  l i t t le one. My
hope grows when I  see an older bel iever st i l l  hoping in God without wavering
even when they waver as they walk.  

Al l  these sights,  sounds,  and touches,  help me resolve,  “Let me hold fast the
confession of my hope without wavering,  for he who promised is  faithful .”

We give hope

Sometimes our l i fe goes so wel l  that we can forget i t ’s  not going wel l  for every-
one else.  We are f lourishing and prospering in our famil ies and in our work or
studies,  and we get self-centered and self-congratulatory.  

Then we come to church and we see people we would not usual ly see.  We notice
they weep during the prayer or have their  head down during the singing.  We
notice a harassed young mother at the end of herself  trying to raise her kids and
feel ing such a fai lure,  wondering i f  she wil l  ever not be t ired ever again.  We see a
man distracted during the preaching,  someone who used to be super-engaged.
He looks anxious and fearful .  We see a young teen standing by herself ,  feel ing
lonely and unloved. 

We see so many people needing so much hope and God brought us to church to
help them recover hope from the faithful  promises of God.

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,  for he who
promised is faithful (23) 

"OK, I admit, hope is helpful.
What else does church offer?"

CHURCH FILLS ME WITH HOPE

TO FILL OTHERS WITH HOPE



2.  At church we CHALLENGE one another
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We get challenged

We’ve already considered one another.  People have observed our hopelessness
and helped us.  We’ve noticed their  hopelessness and helped them. But Paul asks
us to go further,  to spend some t ime thinking about how to chal lenge one
another.  “Why should I  come to church?” Paul answers,  “So that people can think
about how to chal lenge you and so you can think about how to chal lenge others.”

We give challenges

But while accepting the chal lenge of others,  we also want to be chal lengers of
others.  We don’t  do this out of retal iat ion but out of love.  Can you chal lenge
someone to fol low Christ ,  can you chal lenge someone to serve Christ ,  can you
chal lenge someone to be more l ike Christ ,  can you chal lenge someone to l ive
more l ike Christ ,  can you chal lenge someone to speak more of Christ .  “How can I
st ir  up someone to love and good works?”  is  a question that should be on al l  of
our l ips as we come and go from church. Consider how to do this wisely and
winningly.  We don’t  just go around crit ic iz ing everyone else,  but we prayerful ly
ask God to show us someone to chal lenge and to help us do it  in a loving way
that is  c learly out for the person’s good.

Let us consider how to stir  up one another to love and good works (24) 

"But I don't need challenge. I need comfort."
Come to church for that then.

I f  you want to avoid being chal lenged, don’t  come to church. I f  you want to be
just left  alone,  don’t  come to church. Because there are some people there whose
sole mission is  to chal lenge us.  They can’t  do that i f  they’re in the pew and we’re
in the recl iner.  But we need to be chal lenged. Al l  of  us default  to slowing down
and slouching our way along the Christ ian path.  We cool in our love and zeal .
Sometimes we can’t  see it  ourselves,  because it  happens so slowly.  That ’s  why we
need to be in the place where people can observe changes in our spir itual  speed,
energy,  and activity.

CHURCH CHALLENGES ME 

TO BE A CHALLENGER



3.  At church we COMFORT one another
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We get encouragement

We give encouragement
“Who can I encourage today?” Is that a question you asked as you came to church? It
should be. “Lord show me someone who needs me to come alongside them and share
what I’ve been reading in the Bible, or share what blessed me in the sermon. This is one
of the reasons why we’ve been so keen to get Youth Groups, Catechism Classes, and
Sunday School going again. It’s not just about transferring information, it’s about
encouraging our young in the faith. In-person instruction and fellowship is a far superior
way of doing that over online or books. 

Not neglecting to meet together,  as is  the habit of some, but encouraging one
another,  and all  the more as you see the Day drawing near (25).

Hear > Change > Tell

Sometimes we need to be challenged; other times we need to be comforted. Some-
times we need to be kicked out of bed; other times we need to be tucked in. Paul tells
us to do this especially when we see “the Day drawing near.” This may be the day of
persecution, the day of death, or the day of the final judgment. Whatever it is, he’s
saying there are seasons when we need special spiritual encouragement. I believe
these days are such times, especially for our young people. I don’t think any of us yet
know the physical, emotional, mental, educational, relational and spiritual damage of
the lockdown isolation. This may not be THE DAY but it is a day of terrible loss and
cost. We need encouragement. We need to be supported and strengthened.

c h a n g e  yo u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G o d 's  S t o ry
Why should I come to church? I hope I’ve answered that question and persuaded you not only
to come or keep coming but also help you view church differently. It’s the best book club in the
world not because it’s attended by the best people in the world but because it’s centered around
the best book in the world by the best author in the world. There’s a special promise given to
those who gather together in this way. The author himself promises to be there in a special way.

What should I do at church? Come to give and to get. To give and get hope, challenge, and
comfort. Like a book club, discuss the book with other members. Share your favorite verses. Talk
about what impacted you the most. Ask questions about what puzzled you. Ask for accountability
and give it too. Pray for people and ask for prayer. There’s so much you just cannot do in online
church. If we choose to livestream when we can be in person it turns what should be most
unselfish hour of the week into the most selfish. Church can be can be uncomfortable. It can be
risky. It can be upsetting. But the sight, sound, touch, and even the smell of others, is a story that
changes our story in ways we cannot imagine. 

CHURCH ENCOURAGES ME 

TO BE AN ENCOURAGER



1. What other reasons would you give for why we should go to church?

2. How have the lockdowns and social distancing affected you spiritually?

3. What makes you lose hope? How would you help someone feeling hopeless?

4. Where do you need challenged and where do you need encouragement?

5. What are the benefits of in-person over online church?

6. Describe a time when someone's words at church made a big difference to you.

D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

C O N C L U S I O N
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Why should I come to
church?

Use the confession,
challenge, and comfort of

church to change your
story and other stories

First Byron Christian Reformed Church
8541 Byron Center Ave SW, Byron Center, MI 49315 
Phone: (616) 878-9768
www.firstbyroncrc.org

Pastor David Murray
www.HeadHeartHand.org

www.livingthebible.net

PRAYER:  StoryChanger, thank you for giving me such an amazing Book Club .
Help me to use it to change my story and other stories with your Story.

Confess hope to each other

Challenge each other

Comfort each other

At church we...

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/should-i-force-my-teen-go-church/
https://firstbyroncrc.org/
http://headhearthand.org/
https://prts.edu/

