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F I R S T  B Y R O N  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H

W H O  I S  J E S U S ?



Being welcomed warms our hearts, being rejected rips them out. We've all been rejected
at one point in our lives, haven't we? A college rejected our application. An employer let us
go. A coach cut us from the team. Someone we asked for a date said no. Our spouse
started an affair. Rejection rips our heart out. If we think about these rejections too much,
we sink emotionally and mentally, so we generally try to put it behind us. 

But can we think about rejection in a way that will be good for us? I believe we can. For
example, if we remember the pain of rejection, we will be less rejecting and more
welcoming of others. What about spiritual rejection?  Can we turn that to good? Can we
use the rejection of Christ to increase the reception of Christ? Let's look at John 1:10-
13 for our answer

As we've already discovered in our study of this Gospel, Jesus is the Word of God, the Son of
God, and the light of God (1:1-9). John was shining a beautiful spotlight on Jesus but then an
ugly darkness descends as he horrifies us with the rejection of Jesus.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

B A C K G R O U N D
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What mars this beautiful scene?



1.  MANY REJECT THEIR  B IG  BROTHER (10-11)
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He was in the world,  and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him (10) .

'World'  may be referring to the planet or to the non-Jewish world,  the Genti les,  the
pagan world.  Perhaps the f irst  two uses of 'world'  in this verse is  the planet,  and
the third use is  the pagans in i t .  That would certainly f i t  the context where the next
verse goes on to describe how the Jews responded to Jesus.

The maker of the world vis ited the world but the world did not recognize its  maker!
He,  the Word of God, the Son of God, the Light of God, was in the world.  The One
whom the universe could not contain,  confined himself  for a t ime to this world.  The
one who made the world came to the world he made and yet they the world did not
recognize their  Maker.  

I t 's  such an anti-c l imax,  isn't  i t .  He was in the world, and the world was made by
him...and the whole world warmly welcomed him, is  what we're expecting.  But the
growing sense of excitement fal ls  f lat .  

He was in the world as an approachable man, not as an unapproachably holy God.
He was in the world as a servant,  not a tyrant.  He was in the world as a savior not a
judge. He was in the world as a creator not a destroyer.  But the world did not know
him in this way.  

Jesus was rejected by the pagan world

He came to his own and his own people did not receive him (11) .

The pagan world might attempt to excuse their  ignorance because they didn't  have
the same Gospel l ight as the Jewish world (they had enough l ight to seek more l ight
though).  However,  the Jewish world,  the rel igious world,  had no excuse.  

Jesus not only came to the world,  he came to his own world,  his own people,  those
he had come to via prophecies,  pictures,  and personal appearances in the Old
Testament.  Now he came to them in Jewish f lesh from Jewish parents in the Jewish
land. He arrived,  knocked the door,  cal led out to those l iv ing inside. . .and they fel l
over themselves to let  him in and rejoice in his vis it .  Nope! His own people did not
receive him.  What? This is  the cl imax of al l  anti -c l imaxes.  

Jesus was rejected by the religious world
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No, this anti-climax only makes the climax higher.
Is that it? Do we end in such an anti-climax?

YOU MIGHT REJECT OTHERS
BUT DON'T REJECT YOUR BROTHER

c h a n g e  y o u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  J E S U S '  S t o r y
How long did Jesus knock on your door? As I was thinking about these verses, I couldn't help but
go back to the many years I heard Jesus knocking and ignored him. Sometimes I told him, "Go
away!" Other times I opened the door in order to slam it shut on him and make him leave. But he
kept coming back for more rejection, more ignoring, more door-slamming. He kept knocking and
knocking as I kept knocking him back and knocking him back. The patience and persistence of Jesus
is just breath-taking and it was eventually soul-taking. Let's praise our big brother and best brother
for his long-knocking and long-suffering.

Is Jesus still knocking at your door? "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me" (Rev.
3:20). Are you hearing his voice, his knock. his promise? As we'll see in a moment, he comes as a
brother, not as a bother. He comes to your heart because he wants you to in his family. Open the
door of your heart with the key of faith, and you'll discover Jesus has already opened it. To reject
the Lord is to reject life.



2.  SOME RECEIVE THEIR  B IG  BROTHER (12-13)
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But to all  who did receive him, who believed in his name.. .  (12) .

I t 's  a big reject ion but not a 100% reject ion.  There are some who do receive him.
'Receive'  is  the word for welcoming someone into our home. It 's  not,  "Oh, i t 's  you,
well  I  suppose you'd better come in."  I t 's  more l ike,  "Wow, is  that real ly you? Please
please come in,  make yourself  at  home, go wherever you wish,  and treat this as
your own home. Help yourself  to whatever you want.  I f  you need to re-arrange the
furniture,  go r ight ahead. I f  some rooms need demolished, bring in the wrecking
bal l .  New decoration,  no problem." The is  a receiving of al l  of  Christ  into al l  of  our
l ives with al l  our hearts.  

How do I  receive Christ? What does that actually mean? John defines it  as 'believing
in his name.' We receive Christ by believing in Christ.  Receiving and believing are
two sides of one coin. 'Receiving' stresses our passivity (we don't give to Christ but
Christ is given to us).  'Believing' stresses our activity (Christ doesn't believe for us).   
We need both sides if  the coin is to have any value. You cannot believe without
receiving, and you cannot receive without believing.

Bel ieving ' in his name'  is  l ike a transfer of ownership.  Before bel ieving,  our name
was written over our house and every room in it .  Faith transfers ownership to
Christ .  His name is on the t i t le deeds and on every brick.  

A Receiving

The Jews cal led themselves 'chi ldren of Abraham.'  But here's a far better t i t le:
'chi ld of God. '  When Jesus comes into our heart ,  we hand him the t it le to our l ives.
But at  the same t ime, he hands us a t i t le,  a far better t i t le,  'son of God'  or
'daughter of God. '  There's an exchange of t i t les when Christ  comes into our
l ives.Bel ieving in Christ 's  name changes our name.  

With this t i t le comes enormous entit lement.  I  know there's a wrong kind of
'entit lement'  today,  an emphasis on r ights without any responsibi l i ty.  Here we're
given one r ight,  which exceeds al l  other r ights.  I t  entit les us to God's fatherly
provision,  care,  chastisement,  education,  guidance,  etc.  With that r ight comes the
responsibi l i ty to l ive up to the family name. That's  the role of our big brother.  He
helps us learn what i t  means to be a chi ld of God because he knows what i t  is  to be
the Son of God.
 

A Right

But to all  who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God (12)
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c h a n g e  y o u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G o d ' s  S t o r y
Receiving not giving. Many think that if they can give enough to God then they'll get
something from him. But this passage tells us that Christian faith begins with receiving from
God, not giving to God. 

'Child of God' not 'President of USA.' "Ladies and Gentlemen, the President of the United
States of America." How many would love to be introduced with these words. But here's
something far better: "Ladies and Gentlemen, a child of God!" Have any of us ever fully grasped
that privilege? And remember, that means Jesus is our big brother. 

God not me. When I was a young Christian, I really had little idea what happened to me? How
come I now hate what I loved and love what I hated? I couldn't remember deciding that one
day. No one pressured me or persuaded me to change. Then I read this verse, and it all fell into
place. It explained everything and became (and still is) the most amazing source of joy in my
life. I memorized these verses and to this day love to go over them again and again and again. 

Hear the story > Change your story > Tell the story.

THE MORE WE FEEL OUR COLD REJECTION OF CHRIST
THE MORE WARM A WELCOME WE'LL GIVE TO CHRIST

How does al l  this happen? How do door-slammers become door-openers? How do
rejecters become receivers? How does a rejecter get such r ights? The ult imate
cause is  regeneration,  new birth.  

Like al l  new births,  this birth starts a new l i fe.  I t 's  as i f  the old one never
happened. I t 's  a fresh start ,  a c lean sheet.  

John fol lows this with a tr iple denial  of  any human contribution to this new l i fe.  I t 's
not of blood. I t  doesn't  run in the veins.  I t 's  got nothing to do with national ity or
genetics.  I t 's  not of the will  of the flesh. This was not init iated by a human
decision because the human wil l  is  opposed to God. I t 's  not of the will  of man. I t 's
got nothing to do with our parents or a preacher.  John is  rul ing out the possibi l i ty
of any human element in this birth.  I t 's  not that,  i t 's  not that,  and it 's  not that.  

So what is  i t?  What explains i t?

But of God. Can you grasp that? Three words of one syl lable.  So,  so simple.  There's
no teamwork here,  no cooperation,  no col laboration.  I t 's  s imply God.
 

A Regeneration

. . .children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will  of the flesh nor of
the will  of man, but of God (12-13).



1. Recall a past rejection. What did you think and feel? How can that memory help you?

2. Give examples of Christ’s rejection in the Gospels. What did they make him feel? 

3. Why did you reject Christ in your life? How did you do it?

4. How big a welcome have you given Christ? Any rooms still off-limits?

5. When might it help you to remember your title “child of God”?

6. Does God’s unilateral and sole sovereignty in your salvation make you happy or angry?
Why or why not?

D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

S U M M A R Y
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Can we use the rejection
of Christ to increase the

reception of Christ?

Use the cold rejection of
Christ to increase the

warm reception of Christ
as your big brother.
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PRAYER: Heavenly father, make me your child by opening my heart to Jesus 
so that he will be my big brother and my best brother. Amen.

Many reject their big brother

Some receive their big brother
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