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Why would anyone want to be an elder or a deacon? You have to give up several evenings
a month, you have to take on extra responsibilities on Sundays, you’re involved in
stressful situations, you have to take hard decisions, and you’re setting yourself up for
criticism. At least pastors are paid for all that. But elders and deacons are not? So why
would anyone want to be an elder or a deacon?

Sadly, some are motivated by control (1 Peter 5:2-3). They want to have power in the
church. They want to advance their own agenda and have their own way. They want to
have power over people’s lives and use controlling techniques such as lies, moodiness,
unpredictability, and intimidation to achieve their ends. Controllers devastate those they
control as victims suffer from chronic stress, fear, passivity, distrust of authority, and low
self-worth. Controllers themselves are often victims of insecurity and anxiety which drives
them to try and exert maximum control over people and situations. They are controlled by
insecurity and therefore try to control for their own security.

Although we may not be full-blown controllers, yet most of us still have controlling
tendencies and temptations that we need to be aware of and fight against. Therefore, as
our elders, deacons take up their new roles, and as Jordan is installed as a commissioned
pastor, we want to ask: What should be our motivation as we take up roles and
responsibilities in the church? Why do we serve? 

Paul's enemies had questioned his motives. In 2 Corinthians 5, he explains that he was
motivated by the fear of the Lord (5) and the love of the Lord (14-15).

I N T R O D U C T I O N

B A C K G R O U N D
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What was Paul's motivation? Why did he serve?



1.  WE are controlled by love
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For the love of Christ controls us,  because we have concluded this:  that one has
died for all ,  therefore all  have died  (14) .

What got Paul out of bed each morning? Money? Power? Popularity? Law? No, none
of these.  Paul was awakened every morning by love,  specif ical ly  the love of Christ .
As soon as his alarm went off ,  he thought “The Love of Christ .  Let ’s  go!”

What aspect of Christ ’s  love motivated him? Was it  Christ ’s  love for him or his love
for Christ? The Greek behind these words can be interpreted both ways.  As we’ l l
see,  the context tel ls  us that Paul is  energized not so much by his love for Christ
(which was subjective and changeable)  but by Christ ’s  love for him (which was
objective and unchanging).  

How does Paul know about this love? How does he experience it?  Does he l ie in bed
wait ing for a warm fuzzy feel ing of love to f i l l  his emotional  tank? No, he explains
that he arrives at Christ ’s  love by a logical  process.  Not “We have felt  this…” but
“We have concluded this…” He arrived at the love of Christ  by sound bibl ical
reasoning based on objective historical  events.  Specif ical ly ,  he was referring to the
love of Christ  in his death and l i fe,  Christ ’s  loving death and loving l i fe.

“One has died for al l ”

Christ  died for the sins of others,  in the place of others.  This was not just sympathy
but substitution.  This was not just an example but an exchange of places.  

When Paul says that ‘one died for al l ’  does he mean that Jesus died for every single
person that ever l ived? That does not make logical  sense,  because that would mean
he died for those already in hel l  or those who would yet go to hel l .  Neither does it
make l inguist ic  sense because although ‘al l ’  can mean ‘every single person’  i t  can
also mean ‘al l  sorts of people,  al l  k inds of people ’  (e.g.  John 12:32).  Jesus died for
al l  k inds of people and each person he died for wi l l  be saved.

“Therefore al l  have died”

It ’s  l i teral ly ,  ‘ I f  one died,  then the al l  died. ’  The ‘al l ’  for whom Christ  died,  died at
the cross.  I f  one was put to death for the al l ,  then ‘ the al l ’  are reckoned as having
died. His death is  accepted as the personal act of  ‘ the al l , ’  as i f  ‘ the al l ’  personal ly
died.  Christ  died for ‘ the al l ’  who died when he died.  Christ  died for us and Christ
died as us.

A Loving Death
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How do we move from getting Christ’s love for us 
to giving Christ’s love for others? 

 

…and he died for all ,  that those who l ive might no longer l ive for themselves but
for him who for their sake died and was raised  (15)

Just as ‘ the al l ’  died in/with/as Christ ,  so we are raised in/with/as Christ .  Therefore,
we no longer l ive self-centered l ives but Christ-centered l ives.  ‘The al l ’  for whom he
died,  ‘ the al l ’  who died with him, and ‘ the al l ’  who rose with him, no longer l ive for
themselves but for Jesus.  Because ‘ the One’  died for ‘ the al l , ’  ‘ the al l ’  are for ‘ the
One. ’  I f  we’re not in ‘ the al l ’  who are l iv ing for Christ ,  we’re not among ‘ the al l ’  who
died with Christ .  

A Loving Life

BECAUSE ONE DIED FOR THE ALL, 
THE ALL ARE FOR THE ONE.

 

c h a n g e  y o u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G O D ' s  S t o r y
Anxious and insecure controller, Christ’s death and life are peace and security for you. Think on his
loving death for you and his loving life for you. Think of his loving death as you and his loving life as
you. The peace and security you get from this love is greater and any anxiety and insecurity that
you get from your upbringing or circumstances. As you’re more and more controlled by Christ’s
love, you’ll be more and more motivated by Christ’s love in all that you do. That will change what
you do, why you do it, and how you do it. It no longer becomes about us but about him. 



2.  WE CONTROL BY LOVE
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When we’re control led by love,  we control  by love.  In some ways,  that ’s  a
contradict ion in terms because love is  the opposite of control .  What we mean is
that when Christ ’s  love is  the greatest inf luence on our l ives,  then we wil l  seek to
influence others by Christ ’s  love and with Christ ’s  love.  We are no longer motivated
by a desire to control  others for our benefit ,  but to serve others for their  benefit .
We no longer use control l ing methods but Calvary methods.  When Calvary controls
us,  we control  with Calvary.  When Calvary leads us,  we lead with Calvary.  When
Calvary motivates us,  we motivate with Calvary.  

Christ ’s love changes him: This was a very different Paul to before.  He was st i l l
dynamic and driven but the force was no longer fear,  int imidation,  hatred,  reward,
law, or insecurity,  but Christ ’s  love for him. He was no longer out for himself  but
for Christ  and for others.  

Christ ’s  love is  current to him: ‘Controls ’  is  in the present tense referring to a
present power not an experience in the distant past.  Calvary was not a past event
but a present power.  He returned to Calvary dai ly in order to abandon control
dai ly.  He returned to Calvary dai ly to get Christ ’s  love dai ly.  He returned to Calvary
dai ly to love others dai ly.

Christ ’s  love is  central  to him: The Cross was at the very center of Paul ’s  l i fe.  I f  you
were able to probe to Paul ’s  center,  at  the heart of  his heart ,  you would f ind the
cross.  Calvary ’s  hi l l  was his heart ,  his core.  The cross was his magnif icent
obsession. 

Christ ’s  love channels him: The word for ‘control ’  can also be translated as
‘constrained. ’  The word is  used to describe what happens to a wide r iver when it
enters a narrow gorge.  The banks and walls  hem in the water pressurizing it  to run
faster and faster.  Calvary ’s  hi l l  and the empty tomb were l ike the gorge wal ls  for
Paul ,  creating an unstoppable pressure and energy,  constraining and channell ing
him into a cross- l ike l i fe.  

WE LEAD BECAUSE OF LOVE, 
OUT OF LOVE, AND IN LOVE. 

c h a n g e  y o u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G O D ' S  S T O R Y
Every Christian should be controlled by love and control by love, but that’s especially true for
leaders. Immediately after asking “How can I get the love of Christ better?” we ask, “How can I give
the love of Christ better?” Defeat temptations to use controlling methods with the Calvary method.
Instead of asking, “How can I get my way better?” ask “How can I show the love of Christ better?” 

Hear God's Story > Change your story > Tell the Story



1. What motivations might someone have for becoming a pastor, elder, or deacon?

2. How do you keep Christ's love alive in your life?

3. In what sense have you already died?

4. What's the greatest influence in your life?

5. How is Christ's love changing you?

6. Who are you trying to control and what will you do to change that?

D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

S U M M A R Y
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What should be our
motivation as we take

up our roles and
responsibilities 
in the church?

Controlled by love, we
control by love. 

First Byron Christian Reformed Church
8541 Byron Center Ave SW, Byron Center, MI 49315 
Phone: (616) 878-9768
www.firstbyroncrc.org

Pastor David Murray
www.HeadHeartHand.org

www.livingthebible.net

PRAYER: Loving Controller, control me by your love so that I control by love.

We are controlled by love
We control by love 

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/should-i-force-my-teen-go-church/
https://firstbyroncrc.org/
http://headhearthand.org/
https://prts.edu/

