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W H O  I S  J E S U S ?



What would you do if you came to First Byron one Sunday and you saw it turned into an
open-air marketplace for buying, selling, and changing money on the blackmarket? It was
just one big garage sale or car boot sale? 

Christ came to church one day and found the outer court was just like this. There were
fourteen acres of stalls and booths, charging exorbitant prices for Passover animals, and
making massive profits by changing currency to shekels for the Temple tax. It was a filthy,
noisy, and smelly scene. Behind it all was the High Priest Annas who rented the stalls at
excessive rates, sold franchises, and extorted money from the businessmen. Few if any
protested. Most just accepted it as the price of doing business and didn’t want to cause any
trouble

This exact situation is unlikely to occur here in at First Byron. But this specific situation of
church corruption raises the more general question of: How do we respond to errors and
failings in the Church’s faith and practice? Do we respond as most did in Jesus' day?
Hear/see/speak no evil? Indifferent, tolerant, and accepting? 

That’s not how Jesus responded. When he went up to the temple he found those who
were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there (14),
his reaction was zealous reformation. That’s a rare quality in Church today but it is
approved and commended by God (Num. 25:13; Rev. 2:2). 

Jesus is the Word of God (John 1:1-2)
Jesus is our Creator (1:3)
Jesus is our Light and Life (1:4-9)
Jesus is our Big Brother (1:10-13)
Jesus is our Tabernacle (1:14-17).
Jesus is our Preacher (1:18)
Jesus is the Messiah (1:19-28)
Jesus is our Sacrifice (1:29)
Jesus is our Rabbi (1:35-46)
Jesus is our Ladder (1:46-51)
Jesus is our Wine (2:1-12)
Jesus is our Temple (2:13-21)

I N T R O D U C T I O N

B A C K G R O U N D
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What did Christ's model zeal look like? 



1.  JESUS IS  ZEALOUS FOR THE TEMPLE (13-17)
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Patient zeal.  This was not a spur-of-the-moment, rash, and bad-tempered decision, but was pre-
meditated and thought-through over 30 years of visiting the Temple for religious festivals.

God-centered zeal. Christ loved his Father’s house and honor more than anything else. His aim
was not to promote himself,  but to restore the holy worship of his Holy Father. The Temple was
supposed to be a place that revealed God to visitors, but instead it distorted and hid God. 

Scriptural zeal.  The Jews and Paul had unscriptural zeal (Rom. 10:2; Phil.  3:6). But Christ ’s zeal
was based upon Scripture and the fulfi l lment of Scripture (John 2:17; Ps. 69:9; Mal. 3:1-3). 

Active zeal.  Jesus did not just talk about reformation, but did something. He made a scourge, and
whipped the people out of the temple, turned over their tables, etc. 

Passionate zeal. 'Zeal’ means ‘to boil over.’ This was hot, burning, bubbling-over zeal. It ‘consumed’
him, swallowed him up. Jesus was not only gentle, meek, and mild but strong, vigorous, and manly.
He’s the Lamb but also the Lion. Spurgeon said, “Tell me of a man who is never angry, that man has
not any true zeal for God."

Loving zeal.  Love requires hatred. Love for the downtrodden/poor/abused brings about a hatred
for what causes their suffering. You can tell  a lot about someone’s love by what they hate. 

Attractive zeal. Many are driven away from the church by abuses, hypocrisy, and double standards.
Holy zeal creates short-term problems but eventually will attract the needy (Matt. 21:14f)

Revealing zeal.  The Temple was not revealing who God was, but Jesus did. This was a display of
divine holiness, power, and authority. He was as Godlike here as on the cross.

c h a n g e  y o u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G O D ' S  S t o r y
Jesus calls us to present zeal. Jesus has not changed. He still has this zeal for his church and calls us to imitate
him. What would Jesus say and do if he were to walk into First Byron or the CRC?  But he also  calls us to zealous
personal reformation. Our hearts can become like the Temple, taken up with buying, selling, making a buck,
personal interests, tolerance of sin. If Christ came to our hearts, what would he drive out?

Jesus warns us about his future zeal. Whip in hand, Jesus chased out and chased away fleeing sinners. As such,
it's a graphic, even R-rated, picture of Christ's future zeal when he suddenly comes to his Temple again (Mal. 3:1).
Will you be that fleeing terror-struck sinner being chased down by the zeal of Christ? 

BE CONSUMED WITH ZEAL 
OR BE CONSUMED BY ZEAL. 

Where do I find help and safety?
That's demanding and scary.
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GOD DOES NOT HIDE BEHIND JESUS, 
HE REVEALS HIMSELF THROUGH JESUS 

2.  JESUS IS  THE TEMPLE (18-22)

COME TO THE TEMPLE
TO BECOME A TEMPLE

c h a n g e  y o u r  S T O R Y  w i t h  G O D ' S  S t o r y
Come to Christ's Temple-body. Christ’s body is the only place of divine communication and communion,
residence and revelation. You must come here if you want to live with God and know God. No matter
how you have treated your body or Christ's body in the past, you can come here for complete safety.

Join Christ's Temple-building. When you come to Christ's Temple-body, he makes you part of his
Temple-building (1 Pet. 2:4-5), and even become a Temple yourself (1 Cor. 6:19). Be zealous for
Christ's Temple to keep it pure and holy. 

Hear God's Story > Change your story > Share the story > Change others' stories

Christ ’s zeal attracted the attention of the corrupt rel igious establishment and provoked their
anger. Fearing the loss of their posit ion, power, and personal comforts,  they challenged his
right and authority to do what he did. The Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for
doing these things?” (18).  What are your credentials to act l ike a reformer? 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple” (19).  Jesus was speaking about the temple of his
body (21).  However great the Temple was as a residence and revelation of God, Jesus was
greater than the Temple as this (Mat.  12:6).  But,  just as the Jews had destroyed the Temple-
building of God, so they would destroy the Temple-body of Christ.  They demolished his
reputation, his teaching, and eventually himself.  They took a wrecking ball  to him.

The Temple razed to the ground

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (19). ‘Raise’ is a verb used for both the 
 reconstruction of buildings and resuscitation of individuals. Jesus is predicting the resurrection of
his body after a violent death as the ultimate sign and proof of his claims. 

Thinking that Jesus was referring to the Temple building, The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-
six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” (20). What took 18,000
workers 46 years to complete, you will do in three days? This staggering claim stuck because the
Jews mocked him with it when he died on the cross (Matt. 27:40).

They didn’t understand the spiritual nature of the miracle Jesus was referring to. By destroying his
Temple-body, he would destroy the need for a Temple-building. By rising again in his Temple-body,
he would found and construct a new Temple-building. This would be a new order of worship and life
with Christ himself as the worldwide center, a spiritual house made of living stones held together by
the cement of the spirit (1Pet. 2:4-5)

The Temple raised from the ground



1. What areas of our church life need reformation?

2. What areas of your personal life need reformation?

3. What means can we use today for reformation? 

4. How can you heat up your zeal?

5. What are the dangers of zeal and how can you avoid them?

6. How does this sermon change the way you view yourself? the church? Jesus?

D i s c u s s i o n  q u e s t i o n s

S U M M A R Y

5

How do we respond to
errors and failings 

in the Church’s 
faith and practice?

Boil for the church 
to avoid being

 boiled by Christ.

First Byron Christian Reformed Church
8541 Byron Center Ave SW, Byron Center, MI 49315 
Phone: (616) 878-9768
www.firstbyroncrc.org

Pastor David Murray
www.HeadHeartHand.org

www.livingthebible.net

PRAYER: Zealous Lord, I put my trust in your Temple so that I can be a Temple
and serve in your Temple with passion for purity. Amen.

Jesus is 
zealous for the Temple

 

Jesus is 
the Temple

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/should-i-force-my-teen-go-church/
https://firstbyroncrc.org/
http://headhearthand.org/
https://prts.edu/

