The Masculine Mandate
Chapter One Outline
I. Introduction
A. Foreword: What is “a man’s man”? 
1. Cultural stereotypes: outdoorsman, builder, John Wayne

2. Bible type: Created in image of God (Gen. 1) + Worker (Gen. 2) + Married (Gen. 2)
B. Preface: Masculine Mandate = God’s calling to true manliness

1. Cultural problems: fatherlessness, secular media, feminized spirituality

2. Bible presents strong vision and clear teaching on what it means to be male and a man of God
II. Back to the Garden
A. Every question about God’s intentions for men and women ends up back in the Garden

1. Jesus on marriage (Matt. 19:4-6)

2. Paul on the role of women in relation to men (1 Tim. 2:11-14)

B. Manhood: The Who, Where, What, and How
III. Who we are: Spiritual Creatures (Genesis 2:7)

A. God made no other creature with such hands-on care

B. God breathed into man His own breath – the breath of life eternal

IV. Where God put us: Covenant vs. the Wild at Heart Fallacy (Genesis 2:8)

A. Intentionally placed in a garden with a command (Gen. 1:28)

1. The garden is the place where God relates covenantally to his creature man

2. The garden is where God brings man into covenantal relationships and obligations

B. Wild at Heart by John Eldredge

1. Over-reaction to feminization of men

2. Argues on basis of Genesis 2:8 that man was made outside the garden whereas Eve was made in the garden

3. Conclusion: “The core of a man’s heart is undomesticated,” we are “wild at heart,” our souls belong in wilderness
4. Man finds his identity outside the garden in wilderness quests

5. BUT God put man in the garden into the world of covenantal relationships and duties

6. It’s in the garden that he gains and acts out his God-given identity
V. What we are: Lords and Servants (Genesis 1:28)
A. Adam was put in the garden to be its lord and servant
B. Adam was to bring glory to God by bearing God’s fruit starting in garden and extending out to all creation

C. Adam was God’s assistant lord exercising authority over creation

D. This is the calling of mankind as a whole but of males especially 

E. Adam was not to devote himself to endless quests for masculine identity

F. He was to be lord and keeper of God’s created realm, bringing glory to God as a faithful servant
VI. How we obey God: Work and Keep (Genesis 2:15)
“To work it and keep it: here is the how of biblical masculinity, the mandate date of Scripture for males. It is my mandate in this book, therefore, to seek to specify, clarify, elaborate, and apply these two verbs to the glorious, God-given, given, lifelong project of masculine living”
A. Work: Labor to make things grow – nurturing, cultivating, tending, building up, guiding, and ruling.

B. Keep: Protect and to sustain progress achieved – guarding, keeping safe, watching over, caring for, and maintaining.
C. Two words that serve as good summaries: service and leadership, servant and lord
D. As servants and lords under God’s authority we are to fulfil our mandate to work and to keep
“That is the Masculine Mandate: to be spiritual men placed in real-world, God-defined relationships, as lords and servants under God, to bear God's fruit by serving and leading.”

We will “apply our masculine calling in all of the covenant relationships of life: marriage, fatherhood, friendship, and church. As we do this, we will find that pursuing God's simple mandate for men provides clarity and meaning for our lives-and, yes, adventure too. To live for God's glory, fulfilling our calling "to work and to keep" with respect to those people and pursuits placed in our care-this is what it means as men, created for God and placed in the world, to bear fruit in His name.”

