The Masculine Mandate
Chapter Two Outline
“Our calling in life really is this simple (although not therefore easy): We are to devote ourselves to working/building and keeping/protecting everything placed into our charge.”
I. WORK: TO CULTIVATE AS A GARDENER
A. Genesis 2:15: Work whatever “field” God has given us 
“Men are to be planters, builders, and growers. A man's working life is to be spent accomplishing things….We are to invest our time, our energies, our ideas, and our passions in bringing good things into being. A faithful man, then, is one who has devoted himself to cultivating, building, and growing.”

B. Cultivate something worthwhile (things/relationships) for the glory of God and the well-being of others.

“Men's calling to cultivate means we are to be involved in the hearts of people placed under our care-people who work for us, people we teach and mentor, and most especially our wives and children. A man's fingers should be accustomed to working in the soil of the human heart-the hearts of those he serves and loves-that he might accomplish some of the most valuable and important work of this life.”

C. Women are nurturers but men “strong and silent”?

1. No, men are to be cultivators and that includes a significant emphasis on tending the hearts of people under our care

2. God has given the primary calling of emotional and spiritual nurture to men (wife, children)
II. KEEP: TO PROTECT AS A SWORD-BEARER
A. Keep = Guard or protect (the Lord is a tower or strong fortress)

B. We are to watch over and keep safe all that the Lord has put under our care

C. Wield the plow and bear the sword – Make garden fruitful and keep it safe

“Our basic mandate as Christian men is to cultivate, build, and grow (both things and people), but also to stand guard so that people and things are kept safe-so that the fruit of past cultivating and nurturing is preserved.”

D. This will be applied in the various arenas of manly life and service: work, home, local church
“Truly great men are servants who give themselves to a worthy cause and leaders who stand for what is right.”
