TABLE-WAITERS REQUIRED
1 TIMOTHY 3:8-13

Given a choice, which would you choose, being a boss or a worker? A master
or a servant? Most of us would choose to be in charge, wouldn't we? We view
serving as a menial and even demeaning position. It's also poorly rewarded.
So if we were looking to employ people, the last word we'd use is 'servant'
right? We know that would put people off from applying. But when God
advertises for workers in the church, he not only uses the word 'servant,' he
uses the most menial servant word - 'deacon' or 'table waiter.'
And yet, as 1 Timothy 3:8-13 underlines, this kind of serving requires high
qualifications and is highly rewarded.
GOD IS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED SERVANTS
GOD WILL REWARD FAITHFUL SERVANTS
NB: We're called to be servants even if we're not ordained deacons.

LEARNING
GOD IS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED SERVANTS
Deacon means servant or table-waiter. A deacon is therefore to serve people's
material needs so that pastors and elders are free to minister to spiritual needs.
However this is not a menial job as the qualifications make clear.
When Paul says, Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued,
not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain (8), he's calling for
men of good character.
When he adds, They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience (9), he's calling for men with good theology.
When he insists, And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as
deacons if they prove themselves blameless (10), he's calling for men with a
good record.
And when he warns, Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers,
but sober-minded, faithful in all things. Let deacons each be the husband
of one wife, managing their children and their own households well (11-12),
he's calling for men with good relationships
EMPLOYERS WANT GOOD DEGREES,
SCHOOLS, CONNECTIONS, AND LOOKS,
GOD WANTS GOOD CHARACTER,
THEOLOGY, RECORD, AND RELATIONSHIPS

These are high qualifications aren't they? Good character, good theology, a
good record, and good relationships. And this serving is hard work, isn't it? Is it
worth it? Yes, because God encourages us with two rewards.

GOD WILL REWARD FAITHFUL SERVANTS
For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves
and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus (13). Faithful
servants will be rewarded with respect from God's people for their humble
service, and they will be rewarded with assured faith in Christ. People will have
greater trust in you, and you will have greater trust in Christ.
GOD'S SERVANTS DON'T GET MANY TIPS
BUT THEY DO GET MORE TRUST.

LOVING
Jesus said, I did not come to be served [literally, 'deaconed'] but to serve
[literally, 'to deacon'] and to give my life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:4345). He also said, I am among you as one who serves (Luke 22:27). Jesus
was perfectly qualified for the highest leadership, yet took the position of lowest
service. He knew he would get no payment, but instead that he would pay with
his life. Afterwards, his deacon death was rewarded with greater trust. No one
could serve better, no one deserves better trust.

LIVING
Are we prepared to take the position of Christ-like lowliness and persevere in
Christ-like service? Do we want to serve or be served? Pursue God's high
qualifications for lowly service and your lowly service will be rewarded
with the highest returns.

