GOD'S EVERYWHERE GOODNESS
SERVES PARTICULAR GRACE
EXODUS 10

Have you ever noticed that some unbelievers are better people than some Christians? That’s challenging isn’t
it, and it raises some hard questions. Are unbelievers as bad and as doomed as the Bible says? Are
believers as saved and as secure as the Bible says?
A lot of confusion and unbelief can result from these questions. Exodus 11 answers some of these questions,
clarifies our thinking, and strengthens our faith.
GOD'S EVERYWHERE GOODNESS SERVES HIS PEOPLE (1-3)
GOD'S PARTICULAR GRACE SAVES HIS PEOPLE (4-10)

LEARNING
GOD'S EVERYWHERE GOODNESS SERVES HIS PEOPLE (1-3)

Exodus 11 opens with God telling Moses that after one more plague, Pharaoh will give Israel freedom (1), the
Egyptians will give Israel their silver and gold jewelry, the Egyptians will give Israel favor, and the Egyptians will give
Moses respect (2-3). But as verse three reminds us, it’s really God behind all this giving.
God worked good things in Pharaoh’s and the Egyptians hearts for the benefit of his people. Some call this common
grace, to distinguish it from saving grace. I call it everywhere goodness. It’s a work of God that puts temporary
goodness in human hearts everywhere, for the good of his people. God's everywhere goodness serves his people but
saves no one.
GOD GIVES SAVING GRACE TO HIS PEOPLE
BY GIVING HIS GOODNESS TO ALL PEOPLE

So, if everywhere goodness doesn’t save anyone, what does? Particular grace.

GOD'S PARTICULAR GRACE SAVES HIS PEOPLE (4-10)
In verses 4-10, the focus changes from God’s everywhere goodness in the Egyptians to God’s particular grace towards
the Israelites. Egypt will be judged with the killing of all the firstborn (4-6). Israel will be preserved from this plague (7)
and Israel will be delivered from Egypt (8), even though Pharaoh will harden his heart one more time (9-10).
God emphasized the massive distinction between Israel and Egypt: There shall be a great cry throughout all the
land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. But not a dog shall growl against any of
the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt
and Israel’ (7-8).

GOD'S SAVING GRACE
IS DISTINCTLY PARTICULAR

LOVING
We thank God for his everywhere goodness. Although it doesn’t save anyone, it makes a massive difference to the
world. Without it, the world would become de-civilized. It would descend into unprecedented anarchy, violence, cruelty,
and evil. Kind of like the streets of Portland right now. The only reason your street is not like Portland’s is God’s
everywhere grace. Therefore, every day we walk our streets, drive our roads, work, or shop without being murdered is
God’s amazing gift of everywhere goodness for the good of his people.

LIVING
Let’s go further and praise Christ for his particular grace that made a saving distinction between us and others who do
not know him. Who made us to differ? God alone. Why? Grace alone.

